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I want to express my strong and enthusiastic support for the continuation of the ESG- CET project as
essential for critical research in climate model analysis, including the analysis of simulations for the
upcoming Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

Without the tools developed from the predecessor of the current ESG-CET project, PCMDI would have
been unsuccessful in its efforts to collect and distribute climate model output for the most recent IPCC
Assessment, which resulted in a transformational change in the analysis of model simulations of climate
change. It provided thousands of researchers the ability to access and analyze data previously available to
only a few groups. As a result of this success, the IPCC recognized PCMDI, and therefore ESG, in its
report by saying,

“In particular we wish to acknowledge the enormous commitment by the individuals and agencies of 14
climate modelling groups from around the world, as well as the archiving and distribution of an
unprecedented amount (over 30 Terabytes) of climate model output by the Program for Climate Model
Diagnosis and Intercomparison (PCMDI). This has enabled a more detailed comparison among current
climate models and a more comprehensive assessment of the potential nature of long term climate change
than ever before.”

As a result of this success, PCMDI has the charter from the world’s modeling groups to lead in the
development and implementation of the next generation model data archive and distribution system,
which will be built on the technologies being developed by the ESG-CET. We expect the impact of the
project to exceed that of the last one, making a huge contribution to the study climate change, one of the
biggest challenges facing the world today.
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